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7. Childhood Cancer Cases and Rates

 In the United States, approximately 8,600 children were diagnosed with cancer and 1,500 chil-
dren died from the disease in 2001. While the national death rate from childhood cancer have de-
clined due to early detection and better treatment, there has been a rise in the incidence of childhood
cancer. Cancer is now the leading cause of death, by disease, among children in the United States
under the age of 15.1

 Among the 12 major types of childhood cancers, leukemias (blood cell cancers), brain and other
central nervous system tumors account for more than half of the new cases.2  Soft tissue sarcoma and
brain cancer incidence increased nationwide by more than 25 percent while acute lymphocytic leu-
kemia showed an increase of 20 percent.3  Some experts consider diagnostic improvements as a
sufficient explanation for the increases found in childhood cancer incidence while others consider
that additional factors, including environmental contaminants, may be involved.4

 In 2002, a total of 20,801 invasive cancer cases (adult and children) were reported in Kentucky
compared to 20,204 cases in 1998—a 3 percent increase. Cancer of the trachea, bronchus and lung
was the most common cancer occurring in the state, accounting for 20 percent of all the Kentucky
cancer cases in 1998-2002. Kentucky has the highest lung cancer incidence and mortality rates in
the nation.5

A review of childhood cancer cases in Kentucky (0 to 14 years) reveals a total of 114 cases in
2003.  Leukemia and brain/nervous system cancers were among the leading childhood cancers,
based on data collected by the Kentucky Cancer Registry.   Five year invasive incidence rates (1997-
2001) for total pediatric cancers (ages 0-14) in Kentucky of 14.90 per 100,000 children was slightly
above the national rate of 14.73 per 100,000 children.

Childhood
Cancer

        National rate**          Kentucky rate
Leukemia      4.83   4.17
Brain/Central Nervous System   3.01   3.53
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma      0.59   0.67
Other      6.30   6.54
Total                 14.73 14.90
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Kentucky Rates

Kentucky Cases

Comparison of Pediatric Cancer Rates (1997-2001)*

*Cancer rates per 100,000  population ages 0 - 14.**National rate based on Surveillance, Epidemiology and End Results (SEER) program www.seer.cancer.gov. SEER database - SEER
11 Regs + AK Public-Use, Nov. 2003 Submission for Expanded Races (1992-2001) National Cancer Institute, DCCPS, Surveillance Research Program, Cancer Statistics Branch, April
2004, based on Nov. 2003 submission.  11 Regs include Atlanta, CT, Detroit, N.M, San Francisco-Oakland, Seattle-Pugent Sound, UT, Los Angeles, San-Jose - Monetary.
Source: Kentucky Cancer Registry.
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		Table 9

		Case counts by county for Ky. childhood cancer 1995-2001

		Source: Ky. Cancer Registry

		County Name		County Code		Count

		Adair		21001		5

		Allen		21003		2

		Anderson		21005		7

		Ballard		21007		1

		Barren		21009		12

		Bath		21011		2

		Bell		21013		6

		Boone		21015		29

		Bourbon		21017		7

		Boyd		21019		10

		Boyle		21021		6

		Bracken		21023		0

		Breathit		21025		5

		Breckinr		21027		3

		Bullitt		21029		6

		Butler		21031		6

		Caldwell		21033		7

		Calloway		21035		10

		Campbell		21037		24

		Carlisle		21039		0

		Carroll		21041		5

		Carter		21043		4

		Casey		21045		7

		Christia		21047		22

		Clark		21049		6

		Clay		21051		13

		Clinton		21053		4

		Crittend		21055		2

		Cumberla		21057		4

		Daviess		21059		33

		Edmonson		21061		1

		Elliott		21063		1

		Estill		21065		3

		Fayette		21067		63

		Fleming		21069		3

		Floyd		21071		11

		Franklin		21073		17

		Fulton		21075		1

		Gallatin		21077		1

		Garrard		21079		7

		Grant		21081		9

		Graves		21083		15

		Grayson		21085		7

		Green		21087		3

		Greenup		21089		8

		Hankcock		21091		3

		Hardin		21093		44

		Harlan		21095		11

		Harrison		21097		4

		Hart		21099		2

		henderso		21101		14

		Henry		21103		4

		Hickman		21105		0

		Hopkins		21107		14

		Jackson		21109		7

		Jefferso		21111		197

		Jessamin		21113		18

		Johnson		21115		10

		Kenton		21117		40

		Knott		21119		4

		Knox		21121		11

		Larue		21123		5

		Laurel		21125		16

		Lawrence		21127		7

		Lee		21129		1

		Leslie		21131		6

		Letcher		21133		7

		Lewis		21135		7

		Lincoln		21137		5

		Livingst		21139		2

		Logan		21141		7

		Lyon		21143		1

		McCracke		21145		15

		McCreary		21147		5

		McLean		21149		3

		Madison		21151		20

		Magoffin		21153		4

		Marion		21155		5

		Marshall		21157		5

		Martin		21159		2

		Mason		21161		3

		Meade		21163		6

		Menifee		21165		2

		Mercer		21167		3

		Metcalfe		21169		5

		Monroe		21171		2

		Montgome		21173		4

		Morgan		21175		2

		Muhlenbe		21177		4

		Nelson		21179		10

		Nicholas		21181		1

		Ohio		21183		2

		Oldham		21185		8

		Owen		21187		0

		Owsley		21189		2

		Pendleto		21191		3

		Perry		21193		13

		Pike		21195		23

		Powell		21197		2

		Pulaski		21199		15

		Robertso		21201		0

		Rockcast		21203		7

		Rowan		21205		6

		Russell		21207		3

		Scott		21209		9

		Shelby		21211		9

		Simpson		21213		4

		Spencer		21215		1

		Taylor		21217		8

		Todd		21219		5

		Trigg		21221		4

		Trimble		21223		2

		Union		21225		8

		Warren		21227		21

		Washingt		21229		1

		Wayne		21231		9

		Webster		21233		5

		Whitley		21235		15

		Wolfe		21237		6

		Woodford		21239		6
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